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GET IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT! 
Contrary to ·old superstitious 
belief, the evening of Friday, Dec-
ember 13th, promises to be a plea-
sant entertaining one. 
It all begins ·at 6 o'clock with 
the formal Christmas dinners. The 
CSO dinner for city students and 
city faculty will be held in Greene 
Lounge under the direction of co-
chairmen, Betty Robertson and Jean 
Christensen. The dorm students 
will be served in their respective 
dining halls. 
In Chapel at 7:45 everyone is 
invited to see the Stevens Mario-
nette Theatre present its unique 
"Nativity Play". Two of America's 
most versatile dramatic artists, 
Olga and Martin Stevens, will be 
the voices of the puppets who per-
form in lavish costumes. There 
will also be music in the eight 
act puppet play. In regard to 
this unusual presentation, critic, 
Professor Fry of the University 
of Chicago says, "The results are 
almost unbelievable, 
This performance of the Nati-
vity will re-create an ancient 
Christmas custom, "Marionettes" 
received their name during the 
Middle Ages, when the word itself 
meant a small image of the Virgin 
Mary. These "little Marys" were 
carried in processions on the 
feast days, and used in perfor-
mances of the Morality Plays at a 
time when human beings were con-
sidered far too vulger to play 
sacred roles, 
In 1935, Martin and Olga Ste-
vens returned the "little Marys" 
.to their former dignity by pro-
ducing "The Nativity". They de-
signed puppets and scenery, built 
a stage, carved the figures, and 
costumed them after much research, 
After the play the students will 
gather in Holton Hall where wassail 
will be served. Everyone is invi-
ted to take part in this 6ld 
English tra~ition. 
A formal dinner, marionatte 
show, and wassail will combine to 
make an evening brimful of the 
Christmas Spirit. 
THERE'S MUSIC IN THE .AIR 
.A Christmas Concert will be 
presented in Merrill Hall at 8:15 
on Thursday, December 12. The 
program will be in three parts, 
the chorus beginning the enter-
tainment with folk carols in 
which Miss Helen Traver Ellyn 
Wenger, and Mary Lou Baldwin will 
solo, Miss Jean Gunderson will 
direct while Miss Esther Howe 
accompanies on the organ. 
The Instrumental Ensemble will 
play Concerto Grosso No. 8 by 
Carelli. Being written for the 
Christmas season, this concerto is 
better known as the "Christmas 
Concerto." A fine contrast is 
felt between the adagio, allegro, 
and pastoral. Betty Domrose, con-
cert mistress, Ruth Wiener, vio-
linist, Martha Rankin, Bassoonist, 
are the soloists under Miss Kath-
leen Lenz's direction. 
The narrator fDr 11 Child.e Jesus" 
a Christmas cantata by Clokey and 
Kirk, is Elizabeth Luecke, A 
string quartet will provide accom-
paniment for this series of reli-
gious songs. Delicate effects are 
created in the free and graceful 
grouping of the indidental so-
lists. 
An evening of pleasant Christ-
mas music will be in store for 
those attending this Christmas 
Concert. 
ARE YOU ON THE BE.AM'? 
Any person who isn't accustomed 
to the colloquial expressions or 
small talk so prevalent at Downer, 
would undoubtedly be lost in the 
midst of a typical conversation. 
If a statement is made which 
involves wonder or disbelief, one 
is likely to hear, the exclama-
tion, "What a thing and 3/4!", or 
if certainty is implied, it may 
be, "Well, I guess!" 
The Hoosiers in the gathering 
contribute remarks, such as, 
"Wait on me!", ".Are you sick e.t 
your stomach?" and "How's come?" 
h . h ' ' ' w 1c ar e often misinterpreted. 
Then there are the Shorewood 
and Whitefish Bay enthusiasts who 
have retained many sayings from 
their high school days. If you 
were called "a big fan" would you 
consider it a compliment or an 
insult'? Or if you had a "big 
wheel" or "big gun" present, would 
you look around for material 
objects? It's all very confusing. 
The abbreviated comments, like 
11 B.M.O.C. 11 (big man on campus) or 
'
1B.T.O.'' (blg time operator) mean 
next to nothing to you, unless 
your're in the know. 
When humor or wit is present iA 
a conversation there are numerous 
ejaculations such as, "That's a 
joke, son!", "Vlhat a knee-slapper" 
and "I get a large charge out of 
that one!" One might wonder what 
new strike is indicated by "What 
a riot!" or "It's a panic.'" 
In the more depressed moments, 
r emarks pertaining to "main pains" 
are issued, and the question, 
ttWhat's her predominating malad-
justment'?" may be answered by the 
profound response, "Beats me!" 
A large and good vocabulary is 
an asset to anyone, but what would 
you do in a smoker conversation if 
you weren't on the beam with a 
"knee-slapper" for repartee'? 
IT'S THE CHRISTHAS INFORMAL! 
The evening of December 14 1 
soft flak es of snow may be drlft-
ing lazily down to earth from a 
gray sky as the whole outdoors 
peacefully and serenely drops off 
to slee p. But, inside, a cheery 
fire will crackle on the hearth in 
Greene Lounge . The pungent odor 
of pine boughs will perfume the 
air. Couples will be swaying 
rhythmically to the str~ins of 
their favorite songs. Those not 
dancing will be visiting in groups 
around the punch bowl. 
Yes, we mean the Downer Christ-
mas Informal in Greene on Saturday 
night, December 14 at 8:15. Have 
you signed the poster'? Don't delay. 
"DAYTIME AT DOWNER" 
with 
APOLOGIES TO "EVENING IN PARIS" 
There's a smell of beef in Holton: 
I guess they're having stew--
I can even sniff the dumplings 
That they're serving with it,too. 
.As I pass Miss Hadley's classroom 
I can feel the winter air--
Any my nostrils start to tingle 
From the open windows there. 
The infirmary has an odor 
That lingers day and night--
It reminds me of a nurse, 
In a stiff, clean dress of white. 
But Sabin has the classics 
Among familiar smells, 
Ammonia and formaldahyde 
And all the stains and gels! 
The kittens from anatomy 
The cultures from bacti--
Are two obnoxious samples 
Of how science smells to me 
There ought to be a perfume 
(Called "Downer a la Smele") 
With all these scents--but 
what's the use? 
r know it wouldn't sell. 
by Mac Barnes 
Flaunting their best manners, 
Mary Lou Baldwin and Jean Olson 
had dinner in the Camellia House 
at the Drake Hotel in Chicago. 
Mary Lou was forced to choose 
apricot pie for dessert because 
it was the only one on the menu 
she could pronounce!! 
French Club will meet Wednesday 
evening, December 11, in Greene 
for its Christmas party. A 
pantomine of Anatole France's 
"Jongleur de Notre Dame" vvill be 
presented. It will be followed 
by Christmas games. 
President Briggs will conduct 
Christmas Vespers in Chapel 
December 15, at 7:30 P .1.1. Spec-
ial music by the Glee Club will 
add to the beauty of this reli-
gious service. City students 
and friends are cordially invi-
ted to attend. 
